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With” their Dimentions and 
GOVERNMENT, 


Jn plain Scripture Truths tenderly preſented 
To King CHARLES the Second 
With his Counſel and PARLIAMENT, 
AS ALSO. 
; Toſuchof His Juſtices and Magiſtrates whom it may Concern, 


unto a Kingdom belongs a King ; and in this life we 
know two forts of Kingdoms : Firſt of God, Se- 
condly of men, which my ſubject - thereof doth witneſs 


A S the words King and Kingdom are Corelatives, ſo 


in himſelf, whereof the firſt being Gods King- 

dom, is within man, containing what is ſpir> Zuhe 17;21, 
tual and inviſible, wherein God hath pur the 

immortal thing of himſelf, that dies not with the body buc 
returns to him that gave ity Ecc/ef. 12, 7, And while ic is in 
the body the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus feeds and leads it, making 
man to partake ofthe Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. In which 
Kingdom is the Conſcience that is accuſing or excuſing , 
Rom, 2, 15+ And unto which Kingdom all pure Worſhip 
doth belong, for God will be worſhipped in ſpirit and. in 
truth, John 4.24, The 
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The ſecond is mans Kingdom being Temporal, including 
the Corporeal, Excernal viſible things ſeen without us by 
the Eye of fleſh, and this belongs to King CHARLES the 
Second in theſe his Dominions, who hath power herein to 
govern the ſame, according to the Righteous Law of God, 
And as a two-fold Kingdom is known and witneſſed by us, 
ſo we own obedience to either -of them as true lubjects to 
God in ſpiricuals, and maw'in temporals, mangLaw being 
withour us for the outward man, and Gods 
Jer,31.33,34, Law is Within us, written in,,the heart 
whereby weare taught of God, fobn 6, 45, 
Therefore as pure worſhip relates to eternity, ſo it be- 
longs to Gods Kingdom,which mans kingdom and Magiſtra- 
cy cannot reach into for ſaving ſouls or deſtroyinSthem, 
Mar.10.28.And Gods Sons are led by his ſpirit, Kow, 8. 14, 
And he that hath not that ſpirir is none of Chrilts, ». 9, But a 
reprobate, 2 Cr.13.5,So although men lead, teach, and go- 
vern others in outward temporal things, yet worſhip is Gods 
right 6ply , who promiſed to teach his people in the New 
Covenant (or New Teſtament) work, Het 8.10, 11. And to 
pour out aboundantly of his ſpirit in theſe new days of the 
world. At 2.1. Therefore who deſires to take place in our 
Conſciences before Chriſt, would deprive him of his right, 
and us of our comfort in him, and obedience to him, who 
hath made us a holy Prieſthood co offer ſpiri- 
3-Pet.2.5,9. tual ſacrifices and Temples for his ſpirir, 
| 1 Cor,6, 19, Yea a habitation forthe ſame, 
Eph.2.22. And Temples of the living God, 1 Cor, 3, 16 That 
bath ſaid all ſouls are his, Ezchk.18.4. And he will not give 
his glory unto another, /[a.42 8. 
And God(in theſe Goſpel-rimes) chuſeth neither Jer#ſa- 
lem nor Samaria's Mount, nor any other place 
John 4.21. to be worſhipped in : But the Examples of 
Chrift and his Apoſtles ſtand upon Record, 
how they met ro worſhip on the mountain, in deſerts, in 
houſes, in fields, by the Sea-ſide, in .the Temple. and in Sy- 
nagogues, no one place (in Goſtel-oreaching) being prefers 


red before another : And if men for Conſcience build a 
| | Houſe 
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Houſe to-meet ing or agree in a form of worſhip whillt they are 
ſo agreed, and ſo pertwaded we are ſilent to it, bur for them to 
force and compel others unto that place-and form, is quite con- 
trary 40 Goſpel-practiſe and new Covenant precept ; tor Chriſt 
diſowns that ſpirit which would deſtroy mens lives about re- 
ceiving him, Luke 9, 56. Owning them for Diſciples which live 
in love, foh.13 35, For envy, forcing, cruelty, and perſecution 
are of the fleſh in the deſtroying nature , bur the fruir of the 
ſpiric is love, joy,peace, gentleneſs, &c, Gal.5.22, 

And as Gods image upon men in the innocent life was not of 
fleſh, bur in purity, holineſs, love, immortality, &c, So Chriſt 
came to reſtore his people unto that image of God in holineſs, 
Eph, 5. 24. Cl.3. 10, Wherein all filrhyneſs muſt be clenſed 
forth, 2 Cor,7.1, And ſo he ated in his ſpiritual Kingdom, for 
raiſing up faln man, but refuſed to meddle in mans Kingdom for 
dividing an inhericance, Luke 12. 14, Yet paid 
tribute to C ſr leaſt they ſhould offend, And as AMat.17.27, 
he leaves man to govern the temporal Kingdom, 
ſo let not men attempt to rule over Chriſts kingdom, but yield 
the Lord his right, ns cp of ſuch inall Nations that fear 
him,and work righteouſneſs, 4,10, 35. Who without diſtin- 
{tinction of places hach promiſed,#hereſoever two or three are ga+ 
thered together in h4 name t» be among them, Mat,18.29, Such a 
ſmall Church of people will he own, being to mer in any place 
wherein living. praiſes are offered by living ſouls, in living 
Temples, unto an everliving God ; who hath not deſigned a 
dead Steeple-houſe only for men to worſhip in, nor regardeth 
he a dead Surplice, nor accepteth praiſe» trom dead Organs, 
&c, In theſe Goſpel days. ; 

And of Conformity, that all both good and vad ſhould wor- - 
ſhip God rogerher 11 an outward form, Firic, where there is 
not a ſpiritual unity, their outward conformity is but hypocriſie, 
for as pure Religion binds to the Lord,and binds man to manin 
the Lord, ſo all ſuch bands as the cords of love,are made by the 
ſpirit of God, bur the Jews compating Sea and 
Land to make one Proſelyre{or profeſtion in Re- Mat,2; rs, 
ligion? brought ir to be the child of hell rwofol4 


more chen thewlſel ves. 
| A2 Second.. 
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Secondly, although man in his kingdom hath right to make 
laws (conſonant to the law of God) and to execuce them for 
puniſhing offences, which are ſeen and heard by fleſhly inſtru- 
ments, for regulating the outward man, and conforming that 
to thoſe laws, yet the new Covenant law (or new Teſtament 
Goſpel law) under which diſpenſation we are, neither gives 
precept nor example for any mortal man, to ſetupa law in. 
Gods kingdom over the Conſcience, and then plead that law 

madeſo in mans willto condemn the. innocent, 'as 
John 19.7, the Jews in their humane wiſdom made a law , 
which they pleaded ro put Chriſt to death, 

Thirdly, Goſpel Scripture argues an impoſſibility in Com- 
munion of light and darkneſs, Chriſt and Belial, a Believer and 
an Infidel, and therefore the Lord bids us ſeparate from them , 
2 Cor,6,14,17,18.Which is underſtood of holy worſhip only , 
ſeeing in temporal things we deal one with another, and vur 
outward habications are among them , y«t Chriſt hath ſhewed 
us how to know them, Mar. 7. 16. Whole ſacrifice is abomina- 
ble, Fr9.15 8.And with ſucha perſon we are not to eat, « Cor.5, 
31,For no ſach ſha'l inheric the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor.6.9,10. 

Ga/.5.21,Epb.5.5. Therefore thoſe which come 
1 Cor.6.11. ito Gods Kingdom mult be born again,}ohy 3.5, 

And witneſs an efate of waſhing, ſanRifying, and 
juſtifying that the body of {in may be deſtroyed, R-9..6.6, And 
man in Chriſt is a new creature, 2 C»r,5.17, 51l which is to be 
done in this life, for Chriit ſanctifies his people whilſt chey are 
in the body, 1 1 heſ.,4.3. And calls them Rrechre+, Heb.,2.11;12, 
And ſaves them from their fins Mar.1.21, But atter death men 
cannot ſin, and he that believerh hath che wicneſsin himſelf, fo 
his teſtimony is within him. 

Fourthly, although men can make Scholars(or Diſciples) in 
letters and words calling one another Divines,npon adding hu- 
mane degrees. Giving every one the title of Chriſtian thar re- 

ceives water Baptiſm , yet none are true Diſciples 

1 Cer.2 12, 0 Chriſt without his ſpiric, which leads the Sons 
of God, Row. 8,2.-A'd they are known by the cog- 

niſance of LOVE, fehn 13.35. Who live not in the ſcoffing, en- 
vy, and cruelty, like the world, Andit is God only inakes Di- 
vines 
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vines by his divine nature,z Pet,1.4, And as Chriſt ſignifieth a. 
nointed, ſo he is a true « hriſtian which receiverh the ſame un- 
Rion from the holy one that teacheth all things, x Job.2, 20,25, 
All which being conſidered, how impoſlible is it to have a 
conformity of thoſe that ſerve God and thoſe that ſerve him nor 
to be both worſhippers at one time, ſeeing they ſerve two. op- 
noſire Maſters? 

But as Chriſt makes all his ſaints ſpiricual Prieſts, ſo they (in 
Church meetings) may all propheſie (or preach)one by one, if 
any thing be revealed, fo according to Gods 
ſaw no 16an is puniſhable, for ſpeaking in 1-Cor.14.30,37, 
the Church to edifyingz but the worlds 
Church like not this Doctrine, and ſo do we not ſuffer in two 
thinss : Firſt, for obeying the power of God, rather then the 
powers of men. Secondly, tor preterring the Scriptures of truth 
before the laws and cuſtoms of men ? And may we not liken our 
caſe to be like Dames, Da».6.5, Suffering concerning the righ- 
teous law of God written in our hearts, Heb.10. 16. Yet as we 
are bought with a price,ſo we are not to be the ſervants of men, 
1 C-r.7.23,\\ hich is underſtood of Gods kingdom, for in the 
body and temporal things of mens kingdom, ſerviceto men is 
owned in the Lord , but 1n ſpiritual chings, we are to walk as 
we have received Chrit, and not atter the tradicons 
of men,and rudiments of the world. So thoſe du- Co/,2,6,3, 
ties of ſubjeion to the higher powers, Row, 13, 1, 

&c and 1 Fer.2 13,14.Are ownedto be in mans kingdom, . as 
may appear. | 

Fir:t,when.choſe Epiſtles were written, then was thoſe higher 
powers in heatheniſm, as Nere, Ceſar Emperour, King Aretas, 
King Agr:ppa, the Herodian \\ings, Felix Feſtus, 

Pilate, and Gallio , that would not meddle with AZ.18.12, 
Religion, 

Secondly,then was no uniformity in Religion; but the Jews-in 
the Synagogues had the law, the Chriſtian was exerciſed in the 
Goſpel, and the heathens had their idol worſhip- wherein all 
had libercy, But if Chriſtians had been then taught a ſubjeRion 
to choſe higher powers in worſhip, then muſt they have left 
Chriſtianity,and cured back unto Ceſars, Hereds, and Pilates 
Religion into Idolaty and cruelty, z There- 
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Therefore that ſubjeRion there taught was in the temporal 
kingdoms of men, for outward viſible things yielding and paying 
ſuch cuſtom, tribuce,dues, and ſervice as was Ceſar: right, ow- 
ing nothing to any man but love, whereby God ſhall have tis 
due, Kow,1 3.7,8.and Ceſar ſhall bave his due in cither of their 
kingdoms, which things Chriſt alſo caught, Mar;,22,21, Bur as 
concerning the worlds Ordinancs, !:#ch nt, raſte nor, kandle not, 
which are to periſh wich che uting, C-/,2,20,21, 22, And is 
1 Per,2,13, notthatto be underſtood about Gods worſhip , 

for in temporal things Ceſars Ordinances were 
allowed ? 

And although men can give or reſtrain corporal liberty. yet 
no man can take away liberty of Conſcience, for that will have 
acceſs to God it the body be ina Dungeon, ic being beyond 
humane reach,as the candle oft Go@ in man, #r-v.20.27, And 
maniteſtation ot God within, &--9,1, 19, W herein it we woutd 
judge our ſelves,we ſhould not be judged, ; C+r.11.31, And 
this the Genules had which knew not the Letter of the Law, 
Kem.2.15, And bleſſed is he which feeds upon che true food of 
life, but he that doubts is damned it he eat, Kom,14.17,23.50 its 

a deſperate thing:o ſin againſt Conſcience, wherein 

Join 1,9, Chrilt enlighrens every one that cometh into che 
world , but many become loſt who are blinded by 

the God of this world, 2 C-:.4.3,4. And tuch have their Con- 
ſcience defiied, 1.1.15, Now he that pollutes his own Con- 
ſcience, his fin is upon bis own bead bur wo be to him that deft- 
leth another , yer he (hat forceih anocher to fin againſt this ma» 
nifeſtation ot God, tranſgrefſerth in a greacer meature : yea he 
that by fin doth wound the weak Conlicience, he ſinnech againſt 
Chriſt, 1 Cor, 8. 12, Anda time muſt be when all choſe books 
ſhall be opened andevery one jndged accordirgiy, Kev. 20-12, 
The: eore in ſpiritual things we own a ſubjeRtion firſt in Gods 
kingdom, and whoſo keeperh his Commandments dwelleth in 
Chritt, and Chriſt in him, the witneſs hercof being the ſpirit 
chart he hath given us, 1 Job» 3. 24. So it is not witneſſed by 
things without us, bur a believer bath the witnels 

John 17.23, in himfelf, 1 J-h» 5.10 Chriſtin his, and he in 
them making that unity as he reveals things dy 
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his ſpirit, 1 Cor, 2. 10, Which helps us to'pray, for fleſh cannor 
pray as ic ought, R-7, 8, 26, Whereby man ſpeaks, as the O- 
racles of God , 1 Peter 4, verſe 11, And this Spiric was 
promiſed to the ſeeds ſeed for evermore , J/4iah 59. 21, 
Matthew 28, verſe 20. Which ſhou!ld firſt teach them all 
things, Secondly, Bring all co remembrance, Thirdly, Abide 
with them for ever, J-hn14.,16 26. So Revelations are not 
ceaſed , for nv man knows God, bur as Chriſt reveals him, Luke 
10, 22, Therefore humane learning without that ſpirit can nei- 
ther put up a divine prayer, nor _ as the Oracles of Cod, 
And if | uſe my prayer without Gods Spirit, it becomes no 
Prayer to me, buta form of words: as //rae/ not 

ſacrificing in the true obedience, God asked who Yer. 5, 28, 
required it, {4 +, 10, yet ſacrikce God command- 

ed. And their te|timony, that the Lord lived, was acc nted 
falſe, ſeeing chey obeyed not his-power ruling in them, ou 

And as Gods Kingdomis within us, fo he compared it to a 
ſmall grain, as leſſer then the ſeeds of fin in the earthly body ; 
yet as leaven it ſerves to the whole man, ! #ke 13.19, 21, That 
Soul, and Body, and Spirir,may be all given up to God, 1 7 heſ, 
5. 23. Which Kingdom,as the good ſeed, isf -wn in mans heart 
asa field, Marth, 13, 24, 25- And as by fin it was loſt in man, 
or blinded there by the God of this world, 2 Cor, 4. 4, So by 
Chriſt the light it 1s reſtored and ſeen, yea, found 
again as the loſt groat , which was buc in che houle Laws s, 
and there it was tound. And this treaſure we have incarthen 
Veſſels, inthe ſhining there, of Jeſis Chriſt, 2 Cr 4, 6, 7. All 
which teſtimonies are ſufficient evidence to prove Gods King- 
dom in man, whence this concluſion tollows z That a King hath, 
or ought to have a full power in governing his own Kingdom , 
bur if he be deprived thereof , then he is a ticular King onely ; 
which God will not allow off,to be deprived of his proper right; 
'et ſometimes he lets man alone a while in his own will. 

But Chriſt and his Apoſtles did neither pra@ice nor teach to 
fine, impriſon , nor baniſh abour Religion : yer the humane 
learned Jews did often attempr ſuch cruelty, and put Chriſt Go 
death abour it; And ſome of the Heathens was terrible abour 
their worſhip], as of the Romane Emperors in perſecuting 


k I 


Concerning the Kingdoms, &c, 


' Da#.3.13, cuting Chriſtians : and Nebuckadvezzar about his T. 
mage, and Darius Governours prevailed to get a 
decree of him, to inſnare, Day. 6. 4, 5. Alſo Artaxerxes would 
haretaught good, Ezra 7, 26. To ule loſs of Goods, Death, 
Impriſonment, and Baniſhment upon offenders ; but Ezra was 
aſhamed to ask aid of the King therein, ſo he beſought the Lord 
init, Ezra $, 22-For as the people had offended Gods Law,(and 

not a humane Law) ſo his Proclamation was made 
Dent, 7.3, accordingly , as for marrying Heathens , #z»a 
| 10 8, But about the Government of Gods King. 
dom in man, hath been much contending, (as a great Law Suir, 
bertwixt the Creator and the Creature) whether: of them ſhall 
rule over the Conſcience , which according to Gods Lay it is 
his own right, and Conſcience and worſhip belongs to his Go- 
vernment, and leadibg torth : yer men have. made Laws, that 
man ſhall rule over the Conſcience ; and having made their 
law they plead it ; But the determination of this law-ſuic I leave 
to God the judge of all men. 

O conſider therefore,'firſt of the place (called Steeplehouſe) 
Secondly of the form ( called Common-Prayer ) that ye 
would force us to worſbip in, and by, whether they be from a 
Goſpel rule and pra&ice » or of mans deviſing in the humane 
wiſdom : and if they are found in the former of theſe | then 
they are of Divine inſtitution, and that may becalleddiyine 
Service : but if they appear to be onely the precepts of men in 
the fleſhly witdom, it will be taken bur for humane ſervice ; and 
ſo it may give occaſion for after generations to ſay of it, becauſe 
Gods ſervants (your Countreymen) could not fin againſt their 
Conſciences to worſhip Godafter che For:as (or Faſhions) of 
men; Youmadean Atto imprifon , fine , and baniſh them, 
And theſe things in the fear of God | have taithfully laid before. 
you, according to the leadings.of his Spirit in me, 

5 & 56 G 
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THE END, 


